
Don’t worry and say, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 

The people who don’t know God keep trying to get these things, and your Father in 

heaven knows you need them. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,  

and all these things will be provided to you.    Matthew 6:31-33  

 
January 20, 2022 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Back in 1942, a B17 crashed into the Pacific Ocean. Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, and six 
other men were adrift in three small rafts with no water and only four oranges. They 
tied their boats together, and drifted day after day. They were without food or water, 
tortured by the relentless sun by day and chilling cold by night, and constantly being 
stalked by sharks. It seemed impossible they could survive.  
 

One of the men, Private Johnny Bartek, was a dedicated Christian who always carried a 
little New Testament with him so that he could have his daily devotions. And there, in 
the middle of the Pacific, Bartek had his daily devotions. It wasn’t very private, and 
eventually the other six men wanted to know what he was doing. When he explained to 
them about his daily Bible reading and prayer they asked if they could be included. And 
so the men started having their daily devotions beginning at the beginning of the Gospel 
of Matthew.  
 

When they got to Matthew 6:31-34…life changed for them. They read these words: 
What shall we eat? What shall we drink? Your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. And so, that’s what they began to pray for. As the men read those verses 

day after day, a remarkable series of miracles started happening.  
 

Just when they were near starvation, a bird landed on Rickenbacker’s head. They 
grabbed it, carved it up for food, and used its innards for fishing bait. Just when they 
were near death by thirst, a cloud would drift over and fill their raft with water. Day 
after day as they read these verses, prayed, and claimed these promises, God would 
somehow send food and water. Sometimes even a fish would jump into their raft. That 
went on for 21 days as they drifted under the blazing sun in the middle of Pacific.  
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Lieutenant James Whittaker wrote "I don’t think there was a man of us who didn’t thank 
God for that little khaki covered book. It led us to prayer and prayer led us to 
safety." (We Thought We Heard The Angels Sing, by Lieutenant James Whittaker)  
 
They found their hope in the promises of God’s Word. Jesus said in Matthew 6:31-32 that 
our Heavenly Father knows we have need of these things. Because of this truth that He 
will supply all our earthly needs, Jesus then says we must set our minds on Seeking first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness. As we obey that command we can be assured 
that ALL these other things will be provided for us.  

 
Perhaps you are in great need today wondering how this need will be met. Remember, 
God will choose the way of provision and the exact time you should receive it as you set 
your mind on the kingdom of God and seeking to live righteously before the Lord. His 
peace will then guard hearts as you wait upon the Lord for His provision. He will not fail 
you!  
 
And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus, 
Philippians 4:19. 
 
By His Grace, 

 
Pastor Larry 
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